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* Please look up the various links to Internet sites as you are reading. These
references provide essential documentation of the facts contained in this
publication.
The Massachusetts District Attorneys Association (MDAA) has kindly provided me a
copy of their 2008 statement:
“The Massachusetts District Attorneys Association
Unanimously Oppose Ballot Question 2 Decriminalizing Marijuana Possession”
which I have posted onto my web site. It contains a wealth of information on
marijuana:
http://www.thomaspurdy.com/WeedWhacker2008/MDAA_Q2.html
* electronic copy of this document is at MarijuanaTheBigLie.com

1. False Ads Used to Decriminalize?
Myth - In 2008 voters in Massachusetts understood the existing legal penalties. TV
ads by the Committee for Sensible Marijuana Policy had former police officers Tom
Nolan and Howard Donaghue state that they didn’t feel a person should be
burdened with a lifelong criminal record for a mistake.
Fact - Existing law prior to the 2008 Proposal made it mandatory for Massachusetts
judges put first-time marijuana possession offenders on probation. And if the
person stayed clean for their probationary period, their CORI record was expunged.
Voters were deliberately misled by the Committee for Sensible Marijuana Policy on
the harshness of existing penalties to fool them into righting a wrong that didn’t exist.
Actual jail time for small possession offenses with no other offense were virtually
nonexistent.
http://www.thomaspurdy.com/WeedWhacker2008/MDAA_Q2.html section 1
http://truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%208.pdf
Myth - That the campaign to decriminalize marijuana was a grass roots campaign
funded by the people of Massachusetts.
Fact - An overwhelming majority for funding of operations for the Committee for
Sensible Marijuana Policy and their TV ads came from billionaire George Soros of
New York.
Myth - Boston television stations tried to report accurately on the issue of Marijuana
Decriminalization.
Fact - Various television stations were paid large sums of money to run ads for the
Committee for Sensible Marijuana Policy and not its opponents. So those TV
stations starting using the words "a small amount of marijuana" in their news stories.
Several of these TV stations were informed by me in writing as well as over the
phone that to refer to 2008 Question 2 as decriminalizing "a small amount of
marijuana" was a gross error and not factual. I of course informed them of the
following:
That the legal wording of the proposal never used the words "small amount of
marijuana".
The Proposal defines the amount to be decriminalized as one ounce of THC, the
active ingredient in marijuana. The average potency of marijuana in 2008 was 8.5%
THC. This means that 2008 Question 2 would decriminalize a whopping 12 ounces
of marijuana "grass", enough to make a bag full of 60 powerful joints of marijuana!
http://truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%207.pdf
Only Channel 7 suspended using the term "small amount of marijuana" a few days
before the 2008 election but they did not give any further clarification. All Boston TV
stations shirked their duty to report accurately on comparison of existing and
proposed legal penalties or amount of THC being decriminalized.
The Big Lie is that voters knew what they were voting for in the referendum for
Marijuana Decriminalization. The Truth contained above is still unknown by nearly
100% of the people of Massachusetts.

2. Little Girl Lost?

I need to tell you about a situation involving people whom I know personally.
Please let me refer to them as Grandmother A, Mother B, and Little Girl C to protect
their identities. Prior to Marijuana Decriminalization in Massachusetts in early 2009,
Grandmother A would occasionally smoke marijuana, nothing steady and always
away from the apartment where she lived. Since Decriminalization, Grandmother A
has escalated to smoking marijuana daily in her household forcing Little Girl C, her
granddaughter to breathe her second hand marijuana smoke. Grandmother A has
also used cocaine and heroine. Mother B also went to smoking marijuana regularly,
then developed a heroine addiction which has had her at death’s door many times.
She steals to support her addictions.
So at the age of 2 ½ years old in 2009, Little Girl C was intelligent, good-natured
and full of hope. By age 5 ½, Little Girl C was under the influence of marijuana
daily. Fortunately, she got to leave to go to school Monday through Friday. And her
great-grandmother, a normal person, got to take her away from that household as
much as possible on evenings and weekends. I personally care a great deal about
Little Girl C having known her since she was a baby. It broke my heart to see her in
that situation. Though she may be scarred for life by those experiences, fortunately
at age 9 she was adopted by a normal family. Normal families don’t use any drugs,
including marijuana.
I tell you this story because that damn Committee for Sensible Marijuana Policy
who got Massachusetts voters to implement Marijuana Decriminalization acted
before the election like usage doesn’t go up due to Decriminalization and no one
really gets hurt as a result.
The Truth is that not only marijuana abuse but drug abuse in general has gone up
significantly since Marijuana Decriminalization in Massachusetts.
The Big Lie is that real people are not harmed in the process.

3. Health Risks?
Detailed Study in California reported by truecompassion.org shows that Marijuana
smoke causes cancer:
EVIDENCE ON THE CARCINOGENICITY of Marijuana Smoke
“Many of the chemical constituents that have been identified in marijuana smoke are
carcinogens.”
http://truecompassion.org/PDFS/Marijuana%20toxicity%20and%20potency/Evidenc
e%20on%20the%20Carcinogenicity%20of%20MJ%20Smoke.pdf page 5, last
paragraph
More dangerous than tobacco smoke according to truecompassion.org
and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services:
http://www.truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%203.pdf
http://www.thomaspurdy.com/WeedWhacker2008/MDAA_Q2.html section 3 on
marijuana use and public health
“Other research has shown marijuana smoke to contain carcinogens and to be an
irritant to the lungs. In fact, marijuana smoke contains 50-70 percent more
carcinogenic hydrocarbons than does tobacco smoke.”
Office of National Drug Control Policy
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/Fact_Sheets/marijuana_fact_sh
eet_jw_10-5-10.pdf page 2 Health Effects
Marijuana Linked with Testicular Cancer
“The researchers found that the odds of having testicular cancer were 70 percent
higher among men who reported current marijuana use compared with nonusers. In
addition, the researchers observed 80 percent higher odds of testicular cancer
among men who started to use marijuana before age 18 compared with nonusers.
They also found that the odds for testicular cancer among men who used marijuana
at least weekly were twice that of nonusers.”
http://truecompassion.org/PDFS/Health%20and%20Mental%20Health/Marijuanaand
TesticularCancerNIDANotes.pdf
Withdrawal and Treatment:
“Long-term marijuana users who are trying to stop using the drug report symptoms
such as irritability, sleeplessness, decreased appetite, anxiety, and drug craving, all
of which make it difficult to quit. In 2008, nearly 68 percent of primary treatment
admissions for youth between the ages of 12 and 17 were for marijuana.”
Office of National Drug Control Policy
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/Fact_Sheets/marijuana_fact_sh
eet_jw_10-5-10.pdf page 3 Treatment
The Big Lie is that smoking marijuana is relatively harmless.
The Truth is that if you care at all about someone’s well-being, you definitely don’t
want them smoking pot.

4. Depression, Mental Illness?
“Marijuana intoxication can cause distorted perceptions, impaired coordination,
difficulty in thinking and problem solving, and problems with learning and memory.
Studies have shown an association between chronic marijuana use and increased
rates of anxiety, depression, suicidal thoughts, and schizophrenia.”
Office of National Drug Control Policy
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/Fact_Sheets/marijuana_fact_sh
eet_jw_10-5-10.pdf page 2 Health Effects
Marijuana use exacerbates depression and suicidal thoughts:
http://truecompassion.org/PDFS/Health%20and%20Mental%20Health/marijuana%2
0use%20making%20things%20worse.pdf
Young people who use marijuana permanently lower their IQ’s:
http://www.livescience.com/22711-smoking-marijuana-lowers-iq.html
Watch a video of people telling of their experience with marijuana and its negative
impact on their lives:
drugfreeworld.org and click on Real People, Real Stories and the second box at
bottom shows video of marijuana users.
Why fill the void in your life with drugs? Watch The Way To Happiness Movie:
thewaytohappiness.org

The Big Lie is that smoking marijuana somehow improves your mental state or
contributes to your happiness.
The Truth is that good behavior and pursuing worthwhile accomplishments in your
life are essential to a healthy mental state and bring you happiness.

5. Dangerous to Drive?
“Marijuana intoxication can cause distorted perceptions, impaired coordination,
difficulty in thinking and problem solving, and problems with learning and memory.”
Office of National Drug Control Policy
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/Fact_Sheets/marijuana_fact_sh
eet_jw_10-5-10.pdf page 2 Health Effects
“The US National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) found that
marijuana significantly impairs the ability to safely operate a motor vehicle.”
“The driving problems included: decreased handling performance, inability to
maintain headway, impaired time and distance estimation, increased reaction times,
sleepiness, impaired sustained vigilance and lack of motor coordination.”
http://truecompassion.org/PDFS/Drugged%20Driving/Drugged%20Driving%20%20David%20Evans.pdf
Driving under the influence is on the increase.
http://truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%202.pdf
Much greater potency is present in today’s marijuana than the 1960’s and 1970’s:
“In recent decades, marijuana growers have been genetically altering their plants to
increase the percentage of delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the main active
ingredient in marijuana. The average potency of tested marijuana from Federal
seizures more than doubled from 1998 to 2008”
Office of National Drug Control Policy
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/Fact_Sheets/marijuana_fact_sh
eet_jw_10-5-10.pdf page 2 Health Effects
Marijuana (THC) stays in the body long after initial consumption.
http://alcoholism.about.com/od/pot/a/marijuana_test.htm section 3 - How Long Can
Marijuana Be Detected?
“Marijuana users are 10 times more likely to be injured, or to injure others, in
automobile crashes. A marijuana user's risk of an auto crash is increased whether
or not they use marijuana immediately preceding the crash.” A variety of impairment
symptoms are described and documented at:
http://www.thomaspurdy.com/WeedWhacker2008/MDAA_Q2.html section 3 on
marijuana use and motor vehicle crashes
Actual marijuana users tell of serious car crashes in video:
drugfreeworld.org and click on Real People, Real Stories and the second box at
bottom shows video of marijuana users.
The Big Lie is that a person can be a regular user of marijuana and be safe to drive.
The Truth is that a regular user should surrender their driver’s license and not
operate dangerous machinery.

6. Medical Use, Is There a Need?
Sativex is better than Medical Marijuana and will make it virtually obsolete!
Great success is being experienced in many countries around the world using
Sativex to treat spasms, chronic pain, nausea and vomiting due to chemotherapy,
etc. Publications of Clinical Trials
http://www.gwpharm.com/publications.aspx
Sativex is a simple-to-take dosage controlled oral spray. Truthfully, it is easier for
patients to take than smoking a joint, vaporizing marijuana or using an edible form of
marijuana.
Look at Sativex
http://www.gwpharm.com/sativex.aspx
In the United States, Sativex is in its final stages of clinical trials and patients who
enroll in such trials can be taking Sativex immediately. It is slated for general
release in the United States in 2013. Why endure all those dangers of marijuana
mentioned under Health Risks? Any medical marijuana patients should consult their
doctors about Sativex.
We already have medical “marijuana” in pill form. The FDA has approved Marinol 
available in 49 states (excluding Oklahoma) for compassionate treatment of
chemotherapy and AIDS patients to restore appetite.
http://userwww.sfsu.edu/~art511_c/tele06/kyomaster/maryjane/Rescheduling.pdf
Technical Specifications and Warnings:
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2006/018651s025s026lbl.pdf
Massachusetts Medical Society (representing 24,000 doctors in the state) approved
a resolution during the weekend of May 19, 2012 to oppose legalizing medicinal
marijuana without scientific proof that it would be safe and effective on patients.
http://www.massmed.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=News_and_Publications2&TE
MPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&CONTENTID=72057
Medical Use of smoked marijuana is opposed by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) making it illegal under federal law. The FDA notes that there are safer
alternative medications:
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/2006/ucm108643.
htm?utm_campaign=Google2&utm_source=fdaSearch&utm_medium=website&utm
_term=marijuana smoke&utm_content=1
Opposed by major medical organizations:
http://truecompassion.org/PDFS/Health%20and%20Mental%20Health/National%20
Medical%20Organizations%20Oppose%20The%20Use%20of%20Crude%20Mariju
ana%20as%20Medicine.pdf
“Marijuana is classified as a Schedule I drug, meaning it has a high potential for
abuse and no currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United States.”
Office of National Drug Control Policy

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/ondcp/Fact_Sheets/marijuana_fact_sh
eet_jw_10-5-10.pdf page 2 Health Effects
Even in states that have supposedly made medical marijuana legal, it is unregulated
in the way that normal prescriptions are:
http://truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%204.pdf
Fraudulent use is rampant:
http://truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%201.pdf
Multiple Sclerosis patients:
“Given that MS is associated with cognitive deterioration, the aim of this study was
to determine the cognitive effects of inhaled or ingested cannabis in this population.”
“This study provides evidence that prolonged cannabis use in MS patients is
associated with poorer performance on cognitive domains commonly affected in this
population.”
http://truecompassion.org/PDFS/Research%20and%20Recommendation/The%20Ef
fects%20of%20Cannabis%20on%20Cognitive.pdf
Glaucoma Patients Beware - American Glaucoma Society recommends against
marijuana after all.
“Since marijuana given systemically is known to lower blood pressure, it is possible
that such an effect could lead to optic nerve damage.”
http://truecompassion.org/PDFS/Health%20and%20Mental%20Health/glaucoma%2
0foundation%20handout%20tag%20sept%202010.pdf
“There are no medicines that are smoked” truecompassion.org:
http://truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%203.pdf
Massachusetts Prevention Alliance - “Medical” Marijuana Questions and Answers
Distinguishes between smoked and pill form. Alerts to misuse.
http://truecompassion.org/PDFS/Marijuana%20Decrim%20and%20Legalization/MA
PA%20Medical%20Marijuana%20QA%20v%203.pdf
It is understandable that politicians want to respect the wishes of the voters. But
shouldn't the voters have a chance to base their decisions on the true facts of an
issue rather than rumor and deception? We can't have voters arriving at
conclusions based on something they saw in a TV drama series or erroneous media
reports about medical benefits of smoking marijuana. Let's all arrive at our final
stand on this issue based on fact rather than fiction. The following is true:
According to truecompassion.org which holds a wealth of information and statistics
about marijuana:
Organizations Who Reject Smoked Marijuana:
- American Medical Association
- National Multiple Sclerosis Society
- American Glaucoma Society

- American Academy of Ophthalmology
- American Cancer Society
http://truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%206.pdf
Some doctors advocate use of THC (tetrahydrocannabinol, the active ingredient in
marijuana) but only in capsule form such as Marinol  and by a prescription. This
is the only safe way to regulate dosage. And they never advocate smoking it
because it is far more carcinogenic than tobacco smoking. Please don't be fooled
by people advocating the legalization of medical use of smoked marijuana. It would
make a nightmare for law enforcement being unable to distinguish medical users
from recreational users on the street.
The Truth is there is no sound medical basis for smoking a joint.
The Big Lie is that the people pushing proposals for legalizing medical use of
smoked marijuana are sincere. They are not. They are only trying to fool the police
to get away with more drug abuse. If they were sincere, they would not advocate
smoking pot which can cause cancer, but instead THC capsules which are safer and
can be more carefully regulated.

7. Constitutional Rights?

Amongst other rights afforded to U.S. citizens by the Fifth Amendment to the
United States Constitution, is the right to not “be deprived of life, liberty or property,
without due process of law”. This has long been interpreted to give a person
authority to decide what goes into their own body and what is done to their body. No
person has a right to force another person to breathe secondary marijuana smoke
against their will, under no circumstance, never!
For many, it is also against their religion to use drugs. So being forced to
breathe secondary marijuana smoke against their will is also a violation of their
freedom of religion guaranteed under the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution.
Apartment dwellers in states with criminal penalties for marijuana can call the
police if they are assaulted with secondary marijuana smoke. Where
Decriminalization has taken place, such victims must suffer in silence. They no
longer have any recourse. So-called advocate groups who claim to fight violations
of Civil Rights such as the American Civil Liberties Union could care less about good
people being forced to breathe secondary marijuana smoke against their will. The
ACLU in their warped comprehension of the United States Constitution is more
concerned with the rights of the drug addict who wants to harm himself and others.
Furthermore, we innocent citizens have a right to go about in our day-to-day lives
without being put in unnecessary danger. Therefore it is also a violation of our rights
to have anyone who is consuming marijuana or its active ingredient,
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), to be driving or operating machinery. Because THC is
flesh-accumulative and its effect can flare up at any time, surrender of the user’s
driver’s license is a must. Avoiding operating dangerous machinery is a must.
Which one of us wants to undergo personal injury or damage to our property
because our government is lax in enforcing safety precautions on marijuana users?
My recommendation is to continue efforts to get your state or local governments
to ban public usage with criminal penalties. Insist that any prescriptions for
marijuana or THC be accompanied by a surrender of one’s driver’s license. And
feel free to take to court and sue any pot smoker who is violating your rights by
imposing their marijuana smoke upon you.
The Truth is that the rights of the innocent are more important than the rights of
drug abusers.
The Big Lie is that anyone has an inherent right to get high in a circumstance which
infringes upon other people’s bodies or creates a danger.

8. Social and Economic Damage?
Where there is decriminalization and medical marijuana, a false notion is spread
that marijuana isn’t harmful.
http://truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%202.pdf
http://www.thomaspurdy.com/WeedWhacker2008/MDAA_Q2.html section 2
And the economic costs to businesses is significant and can make the difference
between solvency and bankruptcy:
http://truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%202.pdf
http://www.thomaspurdy.com/WeedWhacker2008/MDAA_Q2.html section 3 on
marijuana use and workplace safety
Office of National Drug Control Policy - Health Care Costs would rise with increased
marijuana usage:
“What is rarely discussed, however, is that the likely increase in marijuana
prevalence resulting from legalization would probably increase the already high
costs of marijuana use in society. Accidents would increase, healthcare costs would
rise and productivity would suffer. Legal alcohol serves as a good example: The $8
billion in tax revenue generated from that widely used drug does little to offset the
nearly $200 billion in social costs attributed to its use.”
http://articles.latimes.com/2009/jun/07/opinion/oe-sabet7
The argument to legalize marijuana and tax it makes no economic sense:
http://truecompassion.org/images/TC1%20-%20Pages%205.pdf
Marijuana abuse can be quite costly on a personal basis. If you didn’t look at the
video yet, check out:
drugfreeworld.org and click on Real People, Real Stories and the second box at
bottom shows video of marijuana users.
The Big Lie is that it costs less to just let people do what they want with marijuana.

9. Drug Education and Rehabilitation

Try to become knowledgeable of the facts concerning marijuana so that you can
make responsible decisions about your own life and at the voting booth. You can
help make a better world where smoking marijuana is virtually unheard of.
Watch a Video Documentary of People Who Used Drugs - drug education at
drugfreeworld.org and click on Real People, Real Stories and the second box at
bottom shows video of marijuana users. Feel free to watch the categories for other
drugs also.
Vote No On Question 3 (against medical marijuana) web site. Help us now!
mavotenoonquestion3.com
Videos, medical facts, social impact, accident statistics at truecompassion.org
Organization which leads the efforts to educate on marijuana and why we shouldn't
legalize it for medical use. Join forces with Massachusetts Prevention Alliance.
mapreventionalliance.org
Accurate legal and statistical data - Massachusetts District Attorneys Association
http://www.thomaspurdy.com/WeedWhacker2008/MDAA_Q2.html
Really Understand how and why to Stay Off Drugs
http://www.thomaspurdy.com/volunteerministers.org/Ch07_Answers_to_Drugs.pdf
Movie: The Way To Happiness - Be Fulfilled Without Drugs
thewaytohappiness.org
Drug Rehabilitation - Get off Drugs for good. Contact Narconon.
narconon.org

The Truth is that no one needs to use harmful drugs.
The Big Lie is that drug abuse is inevitable and that nothing can be done about it.

Thomas Purdy

